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When someone asks you, “What would you like for your birthday?” or 

“What presents do you want for Christmas?”, you probably have plenty of 

answers, right? You’ve given it lots of thought and maybe you’ve even written 

out a list.  

But what about giving gifts to others? Do you ever think about what the 

person would like and what you’ll give them? 

You might say, “But I don’t have very much money!” or, “I don’t know what 

they want!” That’s why this book is for you. If you become a Gift Detective, 

you’ll be able to give great gifts that everyone will love. And they’ll be gifts that 

you can afford.  

 

First, let’s think about detectives. How do they do their work? How do they 

find hints and use those hints to solve their cases?  

Detectives are good at watching what’s going on and seeing clues that other 

people don’t notice. They also listen closely, looking for hints in the things 

people say and how they act. Then they keep careful records of what they 

learned. They don’t want to forget anything important, so they write down all 

the clues that might help them solve the case. And they do all of this secretly, 

without other people realizing they are watching, listening, and noting what’s 

going on.  

 



So, Gift Detective, your first case is to find out what presents your family or 

friends would like. Can you crack the case? Yes, you can, if you use the same 

methods as a good detective.  

Watch very closely what’s going on around you. Look for things the person 

uses that are broken or that are almost used up. Has the person been looking 

for something recently that’s lost and needs to be replaced?  

Think about little jobs you can do for them that will be helpful. Does the 

person have an area that needs tidied up or cleaned, but no time to do it? For 

example, would Dad like a coupon that says you will wash his car? Keep your 

eyes open. These are the types of things that can give you good ideas for a gift.  

 A good detective also listens carefully. How can that give you ideas? Pay 

attention when people say, “I wish I had . . .” or, “I don’t have time to . . .” That 

may give you valuable hints for something you can do or buy. When you’re in a 

store with family members, listen when one of them stops and says, “I love 

this,” or, “I wish I had this.” Even if it’s something you can’t afford, you can 

share the hint with one of your parents or maybe split the cost with a brother 

or sister.  

Don’t forget: A good detective keeps careful notes. Write down what you 

learn and make a list of the gift ideas you come up with. You may end up with 

so many ideas you can share them with others who need to get a present for 

the same person. 

And the last step is probably the hardest: Keep your ideas secret! This 

means when you hear someone mention a good idea while you’re having lunch, 

you don’t jump up from the table with a big smile on your face, then run to 

your room to write it down. No, you need to be secretive. Keep eating your 

lunch like nothing happened, but try to remember the idea so you can write it 

down when you get a chance later. Remember, a good detective doesn’t 

announce what they are trying to do.  

 

Now that you know the steps to being a Gift Detective, see how many gift 

ideas you can find in this story: 

 

You’re going to the grocery store with Mom. She’s looking in her closet for shoes to 

wear, but it’s a mess! She can’t find both shoes of the pair she wants. Then she quickly 

combs her hair. Several teeth on the comb are broken off.  

In the car, Mom asks you to get her notebook out of her purse.  

“Add toilet paper to my list, please”, she says.  



There are only a few empty pages left in her notebook. When you put the notebook 

back, you see the wintergreen mints she likes to keep in her purse.  

At the store, Mom stops to look at nail polish. She points to one and says, “Nice 

color! Sunset Coral . . . lovely!”  At the checkout, she picks up a magazine and flips 

through it while she waits. When it’s her turn, the cashier asks if Mom wants the 

magazine.  

“I’d love it, but I won’t have time to read it,” she says.  

“Any coupons?” asks the cashier.   

Mom laughs and says, “That’s another thing I don’t have time for—clipping 

coupons.”  

 

Gift Detective, did you find ideas for perfect presents?  Here they are: 

 

1) A coupon saying you will clean out the shoe section of Mom’s closet. 

Decorate it with pictures of shoes cut from a shoe store ad.  

2) A new comb. 

3) A notebook. You can decorate it with stickers or your own artistic 

decorations. 

4) A few packs of Mom’s favorite mints. 

5) The nail polish she liked. Remember the color if you’re a good detective! 

6) The magazine. Add a coupon that says you’ll play quietly for an hour 

while she reads it. 

7) Real coupons. Cut out coupons from the newspaper for products that 

Mom buys. Put them all in a nicely decorated envelope.  

Two of these ideas are free, and the rest are not very expensive.  

 

Now try doing your own detective work. If you want to give gifts to your 

friends and family, you’ll get lots of ideas if you look for hints.  Just remember 

the steps a real detective uses: 

 

1.  Watch carefully for hints. 

2.  Listen closely, especially when people say, “I love this” or “I wish I 

had…” 

3. Write down any ideas you get. 

4. Keep your ideas secret!  

 

It’s fun to be a Gift Detective. It’s even more fun to give presents that will be 

appreciated because you were so thoughtful and smart!      



 

 

THE END 

 

  

If you liked BE A GIFT DETECTIVE, you’ll want to read other books by Karleen 

Tauszik. 

 

Try her Tangled Tales series for Kindle. Each story is just 99 cents. 

ITCHY: The Story of Rapunzel–With Head Lice 

WHEEZING: The Story of the Big Bad Wolf–With Asthma 

AWAKE: The Story of Sleeping Beauty–With Espresso 

 

Karleen also writes chapter books for children aged 8 to 12. They’re available in 

paperback and in e-book format. See her Author Page on Amazon for a full list 

of her books. And you can learn more and find links to her books in other 

stores by visiting her website or by following her on Facebook.  
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